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WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE 
SUFFER? 


By Robert J. McCracken 


e time ago a letter reached 
sk which cast a shadow over 
ole day. It told of the passing 
riend of long standing. In his 
.e fifties, he was struck down 
months ago by a malignant 
e. The doctors from the start 
his case was hopeless. His 
ones watched him wasting a- 
nd towards the end saw him 
_ with morphia to reduce his 
/so dosed with it that he hover- 
st of the time between uncon- 
mess and consciousness. He 
-a man of excellent character 
rood citizen, a loving husband 
Hather, a devoted churchman, 
“ected and held in affection by 
nde circle of friends and col- 
tes. Sooner or later all men 
to die, but why had he to die 
= did? Why had he to suffer 
« did? Those are the questions 
assail the mind when such a 
common enough in _ itself, 
*s under our personal notice 
affects us intimately and emo- 
lly. 


ey are old and obstinate ques- 
._ People have been wrestling 
them for centuries. The great- 
ninds of ancient Greece sought 
nswer to them. So, as Hindu 
ature shows, did India’s fore- 
thinkers. So, centuries before 
st, did the sages of China. In 
Id Testament you come across 
ar after writer concerned about 
sroblem of suffering. The whole 


e 


ume XXIX 


er 


of the book of Job is given over to 
that one subject. Why in a world 
made by a good God should there 
be so much suffering? Does He will 
it? If He does not will it, why does 
He permit it? And in particular, 
why, if there is a moral order at 
all, should thi innocent suffer; why 
should so much suffering be un- 
deserved? 

The oldest partial explanation of 
the problem is that suffering is the 
consequence. of sin. Every ethical re- 
ligion emphisizes this, and it needs 
to be emphasized. Sin is not done 
with us when we are done with it. 
If you are going to sin you are go- 
ing to suffer—in your body, or 
your mind, or your spirit. This is 
one of the immutable principles 
of the moral order and the Bible 
lays tremendous emphasis on it. “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked; 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also reap.” People suppose they 
can sin and get away with it. They 
are making a colossal mistake. 
There never was a sin yet for which 
somebody did not have to suffer. 
Sometimes the suffering is a heart- 
ache; sometimes it is a raging, tear- 
ing, ruinous disease. 

A vast amount of suffering can 


be traced to sin, but not all of it. 
I think of my friend, “the heart 


of honour, the soul of truth,” and 


the trial he had to undergo. I think 


of Henry Drummond, described by 


Ian Maclaren as “the most perfect 
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Christian I have known or expect 
to see this side of the grave,” dying 
at the age of forty-six after two 
years on his back in pain. I think 
of people who, when calamity has 
struck and I have gone to call on 
them, have looked at me with an- 
guished eyes and asked, “What have 
I done to deserve this?” Time and 
again I have felt justified in say- 
ing, “nothing that you could have 
done calls for this.” Sin and suffer- 
ing are closely bound up with one 
another and there has always been 
a tendency in the presence of the 
one to suspect the existence of the 
other. It was the mistake the friends 
of Job made. It was the mistake the 
disciples made when they asked Je- 
sus about a man blind from his 
birth, “Master, who sinned, _ this 
man or his parents?” The reply they 
received was, “Neither this man 
sinned nor his parents.” All suffer- 
ing cannot be traced to sin. 


Wrong view 

Still less should it be put down 
to the will of God. It is pathetic, 
it is tragic, that so many people, 
whien disease, bereavement, trouble 
comes, try to persuade themselves 
that there is nothing for it but to 
submit because it must be the will 
of God. “I suppose,” a young moth- 
er murmured, “it is the will of God, 
but if only the doctor had come in 
timie he could have saved my baby.” 
Did she realize what an unworthy 
conception of God she was enter- 
taining? A man who had an abscess 
which formed and reformed in the 
region of the sciatic nerve was told 
by a devout and conscientious min- 
ister that it was the will of God. 
It was an appalling thing to suggest. 
Identify God with pain and disease 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Producer Mrs. Kristina Mortensen 
... She’s the dean of aebleskiver cooks. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


Consumer Todd Ahlquist ... Todd 
likes aebleskiver straight, 


without 


benefit of tableware. 


Bethlehem Lutheran church at Ord, Neb., has an annual “Aebleskiver’’ supper. The pictures show the prt 
ducer and also one of the youngsters, who seems to enjoy the “Aebleskiver.” 


Lynwood, California; St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran, Allan D. Hansen and Doug- 
las Toepel, Pastors. 

During the Lenten season five hun- 
dred people from the congregation 
pledged to read the Bible daily dur- 
ing the year, 1956. There is going to 
be a special recognition of all those 
who read the entire New Testament. 

Att each mid-week Lenten Service, 
the members of one of the onganiza- 
tions of the church were special 
guests. This helped to greatly increase 
the attendance. At one of the serv- 
ices the five choirs of the church were 
special guests and each rendered a 
selection. At the last mid-week Len- 
ten Service something unique was 
added. The scene of “Christ in Geth- 
semane” was given with the setting 
painted ‘with luminous paint and then 
lighted with what is known as ‘black 
light.’ It was indeed inspirational and 
we feel the possibilities for other 
scenes are unlimited. 

The church will again this year take 
tthe 3rd, 4th and 5th graders to a camp 
where for four days a “Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School” will ‘be held. Fol- 


lowing this a similar program for the 
6th, 7th and 8th graders will be held. 
There will be one adult counsellor 
for every eight children. All the teach- 
ers with the exception of a guest 
speaker will be from the church. The 
“cooks” also will be from the mem- 
bers of the church. This camp has 
proven to be a great spiritual bless- 
ing to the children. 


Selma, California, Rev. A. Husted- 
‘Christensen, Pastor. 

Confirmation services were held at 
Pella Lutheran on Sunday, March 25, 
when the class consisted of Vickie 
Hansen, Judy Holan, Stephanie John- 
sen, Cecily Kroos, Kathryn Lawson, 
Dennis Christensen, and David Ras- 
mussen, A most appropriate solo for 
the occasion was “Jesus Calls Me, I 
Must Follow,” sung by Paul Peterson 
accompanied by Mrs. Ralph Jorgensen. 
Rev. Christensen’s sermon topic was 
“A Pastor’s Advice.’ Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Freund and _ their children, 
Richard, Douglas, Thomas and Paula, 
were received as new members the 
Same day. 


A reception for the confirmand 
held on Sunday evening, Ap: 
when the Luther League was 
Parents of the Leaguers also 
guests. 

Vestments and paraments in Ili 
cal colors, received by Pella Lu 
an church as a memorial gift by 
family of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
T. Larsen, were dedicated Su 
morning, March 18. 


Easton, Calif., O. V. Magnussen, 
ter,—During the past year six 0: 
best loved members have passe 
way. Two of them; Mrs. An 
Juhl and Mrs. Bertha Johansen 
known to many midwesterners. 
others were Mrs. Hans Jensen, fo1 
ly of Iowa, Mrs. Anna Petersen, 
bert Jensen, and Mads Nielsen, 
died on board ship on his return 
a visit to Denmark. 

We also had a shower of gi 
and silver wedding celebrations 
are now approaching April 18th 
golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pilegard, pioneers of Immanuel ch 

(Continued on page 6) 
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MINISTRY OF THE PRINTED WORD 


100 editors representing 142 Protestant church 
met for a three-day conference at Toronto, Ont., 
a, April 4-6. These editors write to a circulation 
00,000 subscribers, which means about 30,000,000 
ts. They are organized as the Associated Church 
| and they meet every year after Easter. The meet- 
re very well attended. There were over 100 editors 
it, and the program is always worth while. 


was the first time that the association met in 
ia. The editors felt that because of our close re- 
ship to Canada, and because it is well that we 
| have a good understanding of Canada, a meeting 
nada might be of mutual help. 


e editors agreed that the meeting was very good. 
ct that it was held in Canada and that a gneat 
of the speakers were Canadian gave us a slightly 
ent slant than we are used to. 


it let us state that the Canadians were good hosts. 
onorable Louis O. Briethaupt, Lieutenant Gover- 
the Province of Ontario, received us for tea. 
artin, Minister of National Health and Welfare 
e Dominion of Canada, spoke to us about the so- 
d health problems of Canada and Canada’s part 
= United Nations. He is a member of the Liberal 
which may be compared to our Democratic party. 
anadians have gone much farther along socialized 
sine than we have. One Province provides free 
calization, and now it is proposed that all of Can- 
set it. 


2 Canadians are closer in touch with some of the 
.l movements in Europe, and that may be the rea- 
why they have more political and social experi- 
ation than we have in the United States. 


= speaker, David Lewis, former General Secretary 
Canadian Cooperative Federation, spoke about 
lism in Canada. This Federation has members in 
- provincial government and also in the Federal 
‘nment. At present it is the governing party in the 
nce of Saskatchewan. This speaker stated that Can- 
_ Socialism has nothing to do with Marxism or 
sean Socialism. It has grown out of Canadian co- 
tive movements over a number of years. 


rer interesting addresses were given. The New 
in World Missions was a stimulating address be- 
it gave us new insights into the difficult problems 
1 face the foreign missionaries in a nationalistic- 


2d world. 


1e Need for a Protestant Critique” was another 
Jid address by Dr. Emlyn Davis. He held that it 
y the church which can criticize itself and repent, 
an be used by God. It has always been difficult 
he Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox 


Church to repent, because they hold that they are the 
only true church. But the Protestant church has always 
been able to repent, and therefore it should be the body 
in which God can truly dwell and do his work. 


It goes without saying that such a convention is aim- 
ed at the editors’ special need. One feature was “How 
to improve quality in content.” No matter how well a 
paper is set up, and no matter how much is spent on 
pictures, there is a basic problem that must be answer- 
ed first. It is that of good content. Other problems such 
as Racial Segregation, Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Tensions were also discussed. 


The interesting thing about this group is the fact that 
there are so many different types of papers and church- 
es. Thus the discussion always becomes helpful. And 
then from year to year you get to know different edtiors 
that you can talk shop with. 


Canada is a fast growing country. The Canadians are 
making great progress. They have a self-confidence they 
did not have 20 years ago. Next time we shall write 
about that, and we shall also have a few things to say 
about our East Canada congregations, Toronto, Montreal 
and Salmonhurst. We visited them all, and we also 
visited London, Ont., where Danish Church Abroad is 
at work. 


THE MERGER 


On page 7, Pastor P. C. Jensen, editor of Luthersk 
Ugeblad, has an article about the proposed Union of 
our U.E.L.C. with two or three other Lutheran church 
bodies. We welcome any discussion on the subject, but 
we would say that writers better write soon, if they 
want to write, for there are only seven issues to be pub- 
lished, before our church meets for its annual conven- 
tion at Cedar Falls, Iowa. 


Pastor Jensen suggests that the matter be discussed 
in the congregations, and that their delegates be in- 
structed as to the views of the congregations. This is 
a good idea. The E.L.C. has had special district con- 
ventions where the delegates and the pastors which 
go to the annual national convention may be informed 
about the proposed union. 


The negotiations have been with us for eight years, 
and no one should be ignorant of the situation by this 
time. Pastors and lay people have been informed through 
the pages of The Ansgar Lutheran. 


Of late some discussion about Dana College and 
Trinity Seminary has taken place. We feel, however, 


‘that some of the discussion has been too vague. It has 


left our readers with no clear picture of the situation 
with respect to our College and Seminary. 


Let us say that we have personally always cherished 
the hope that Dana might be continued right where it 
(Continued on page 15) 
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JUST A LAYMAN 


“I am just a layman,” he said as he shook my hand 
at the close of the service, “but I am going back home 
to do a lot for my church.” He had caught a new vision 
of his opportunity and responsibility to serve God in 
his community through his own church. He was going 
home with a new sense of mission. He was aware that 
God had called him to do a job. He had come to a new 
appreciation of what it meant to be a layman in the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church. Until this time 
he had accepted the fact that God called certain indi- 
viduals to become ministers and missionaries. He was 
now quite certain God had also called him to serve as 
a layman. He was moved with a sense of personal re- 
sponsibility. He determined to do something about it. 

Many laymen assume that since they are laymen they 
have little responsibility for determining the policy and 
carrying out the work of the church. That is considered 
to be the pastor’s job. Many men are content to let the 
women of the congregation give him whatever assistance 
he needs. If things go well, the minister is accepted as 
a good pastor. When things go badly, he gets the blame, 
and a request for a new preacher is sent to the superin- 
tendent of the conference. 

Much of the blame for a church’s failure in a com- 
munity often does rest upon the pastor. Ministers are 
human. They often use poor judgment and make unwise 


WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE 


decisions in critical situations. Out of the very n 
of their relationship to the church, ministers 
key position of influence. Their mistakes have the 
sibilities of snowballing into much greater mis 
Their failures may lead their congregations into fe 


But laymen cannot place all of the blame on the 
isters. When the count is made, it will be disco 
that the laymen usually make up ninety-nine pé 
of the membership of the congregation. Our ¢ 
government follows the representative democratic 
tem of our national government. If things fail 1 
what they ought to be, laymen must share the bli 


Laymen, you have an important relationship t 
life and the work of the church. You are in a po 
to take the Christian faith into all walks and ar 
society. You can witness for Christ by your dail, 
and conversation. You can multiply the hands of 
pastor to extend the ministry of the local church. 
can put feet to the Sunday sermon and carry its! 
sage to those who never go inside the sanctuary. 
While you may earn your living at what we | 
call secular jobs, these very jobs are centers from \ 
your life can preach the gospel. Never apologize fo 
ing a layman, but bring yourself to a new dedic 
to Christian service. From “Telescope-Messe1 


SUFFER? 
(Continued from page 1) 


and you identify Him with what 
you know to be evil. You identify 
His will with something you want, 
and should want, to remove and 
destroy. The fact is, God wills only 
our good. Never compromise about 
that. Never identify the will of God 
with what is evil, for evil is some- 
thing you must fight and destroy. 


Suffering of inocent 


It is when suffering is not due to 
sin, it is when it is undeserved that 
the real problem arises. If there 
were no pain in the world except 
that undergone by those who had 
deliberately transgressed the moral 
law there would be no problem. 
Suffering would be reasonable and 
merited; it would be our just desert. 
But what of the suffering of the in- 
nocent? It is this that shakes con- 
fidence in the love of God. It is 
this that leads some to give up all 
belief in God. It ought to make it 
impossible for anybody lightly to 


take that love for granted as if it 
were the most obvious thing in the 
universe. “I have always thought,” 
Bishop Gore told a friend, “that 
the only very difficult dogma of the 
Church was the dogma that God is 


love.” 


There is this, however, to be 
added. You don’t solve anything by 
refusing to believe in the goodness 
of God, or by refusing to believe 
in God at all. As a matter of fact 
you multiply your problems rather 
than reduce them. For if you are 
going to be an atheist you have 
what is good and beautiful and true 
to account for as well as what is 
evil. Here atheism faces its biggest 
dilemma. If we rule out belief in 
God, goodness is a mystery. Where 
did it come from? Onie thing has to 
be set over against another. If the 
Christian reading of life is not true 
what are we to make of the emerg- 
ence of noble personality? How are 
we to account for a St. Paul, a St. 
Francis, an Albert Schweitzer? 
How are we to account for Jesus 
Christ? Were they simply, as the 


naturalistic, non-theistic hypot 
would have us suppose, “the 
come of accidental collocatior 
atoms?” Is it not harder to be 
that than to believe in Goce 
Christ described Him? More 
if you are going to rule out Gor 
are going to rule out the one 
refuge and support thousands 
to in suffering. In the first se 
he preached after the sudden 
of his wife Dr. Gossip said, 
people in the sunshine may bi 
the faith, but we in the sh 
must believe it. We have nc 
else.” 


No man has the solution t 
problem of suffering. The New 
ament does not pretend to es 
it but it shows how to overco 
It offers men and women innt 
sources for bearing nobly wt 
any case must be borne. Our 
need is not for a theory the 
plains the problem of sufferin 
for a faith that enables us to 
up to it and triumph over it. 
is a terrible finality about bet 

(concluded on page 13) 
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Blames Delinquency 
Of Respect For God 


ington, D. C.—FBI Director J. 
/Hoover blamed the postwar 
crime wave on “soft-headed” 
who do not teach their chil- 
espect for God.” 


old the House Appropriations 
tee that the problem cannot 
edied by mlaygrounds, youth 
‘ts and Boy Scouts unless par- 
sso teach their children respect 
d, the law, and for others.” 

| 


i] agencies cannot take the 
£ the mother and father con- 
of their responsibilities to in- 
in youth respect for God,” 
over said. 


lso said that juvenile delin- 
- will not be decreased until 
5 are held legally and financial- 
sonsible for the misdeeds of their 
130 


oover was testifying in connec- 
ith the FBI’s request for a 
budget. 


nt Stresses Role of Southern 
In Desegregation Efforts 


ington, D. C.—President Eisen- 
told his news conference that 
rgy of the South have a role 
in getting the process of de- 
vation under way and keeping 
ng. 


rmade this comment when asked 
had any plans to mobilize re- 
= or other leaders of the South 
H his recent appeal for modera- 
with progress on the racial is- 


ankly, I believe that the pul- 
Alo have a very great responsi- 
here,” the President said. 


‘is is a very tough one, and peo- 
save to search ttheir own hearts 
are going to get a decent answer 
zeep going ahead. 


ow let’s don’t try to think of this 
tremendous fight that is going to 
ate Americans and get ourselves 
4 nasty mess. Let’s try to think 
as how we can make progress 
keep it going and not stop it. 
that, I believe, the pulpits can 
on.” 


_ Eisenhower said that “it is in- 
ent on all the South to show 
progress” toward racial integra- 
in the public schools. 


nat is what the Supreme Court 
A for,” he said. 
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rch News from here and there 


The President again appealed for 
moderation on the racial issue, and 
understanding of the South’s emo- 
tions. At the same time, he emphasiz- 
ed the need for compliance with the 
Supreme Court decision barring school 
segregation. He stressed that the 
eourt’s interpretation of the constitu- 
tion was the law of the land. 


The segregation question was raised 
at the President's news conference 
by a reporter who asked for com- 
ment on the trial of Negroes in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., for boycotting the bus 
system. 


Mr. Eisenhower did not give a spe- 
cific answer to that question. Instead 
he said that all the South must move 
ahead on integration. 


“IT believe that we should not stag- 
nate,’ he said. “But again I plead 
for understanding, for some really 
sympathetic consideration of a prob- 
lem that is far larger, both in its emo- 
tional and even in its physical aspects, 
than most of us realize.” 


Methodist Students Ask 
End Of Segregation 


High Point, N. C.—The North Caro- 
lina Methodist Student Movement, at 
its annual meeting here, called for 
the end of racial segregation in The 
Methodist Church and its institutions. 
It also asked public officials to com- 
ply with the U. S. Supreme Court 
anti-segregation decisions. 


“We acknowledge with regret the 
fact that our own Methodist Church 
is not working with diligence to ef- 
fect a Christian solution to the prob- 
lems involved in implementing the 
decisions of the courts concerning seg- 
regation in the schools,’ the group 
said. “However, we acknowledge with 
even deeper regret the fact that our 
Methodist Church is not united in 
seeking a solution to the problem of 
racial segregation within its own boun- 
daries.” 


Missouri Synod Parochial 
Schools Enroll 119,170 Pupils 


St. Louis, Mo—A total of 119,170 
pupils are enrolled in 1,195 parochial 
schools of the Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod in the U.S. and Canada, 
it was reported here by Dr. A. C. 
Stellhorn, denominational secretary of 
schools. 


He said this is an increase of 6,182 
students and 18 schools over the num- 
ber in the 1954-55 school ‘year. 


Dr. Stellhorn said the Synod’s 


schools represent 82.7 per cent of all 
Lutheran schools in the two countries. 


Non-public elementary schools en- 
roll about 12.7 per cent of all pupils 
in the United States, according to Dr. 
Stellhorn. He said government reports 
show that in the 1948-54 period en- 
rollment in private and parochial 
schools increased 36 per cent while 
that in public schools rose only 14 
per cent. 


Bill Would Protect Naturalized 
Clergymen On Overseas Assignments 


Washington, D. C. — WNaturalized 
clergymen and members of religious 
orders engaged in full-time service 
would be permitted to take overseas 
assignments without endangering their 
citizenship under a bill introduced in 
the House. 


It was sponsored by Rep. Albraham 
J. Multer (D.-N.Y.). 


A naturalized citizen automatically 
loses his American citizenship if he 
returns to his native country for three 
years or to any other foreign land for 
five. 


Under the proposed legislation, a 
naturalized clergyman could remain a- 
broad for as long as he performs a 
full-time ministry and testifies to this 
cnce a year at the appropriate Amer- 
ican consulate. 


The bill also provides that ministers 
who lost their citizenshp under the 
McCarran-Walter Act may regain that 
status by taking an oath of allegiance 
to the United States within one year 
after the proposed legislation is en- 
acted. 


Mr. Multer said “it is only fair that 
we enable our best qualified min- 
isters to go abroad without penaliz- 
ing them by taking away their well- 
‘earned citizenship.” 


Mixed Marriages Increase 

Almost one-third of all valid mar- 
riages involving Roman Catholics are 
mixed unions, the National Catholic 
Conference on Family Life was told 
at Boston last month. This high rate 
poses a “particularly acute” problem, 
the Conference said, and is “a threat 
to the faith of the Catholic spouse and 
the religious training of the children.” 


A resolution adopted by the group 
warned Roman Catholic parents that 
they are obliged to instruct their chil- 
dren concerning the dangers of mixed 
marriage. Parents also were called 
upon to “guide and supervise the as- 
sociations of their children so that they 
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become acquainted with Catholic 


friends.” 


Another resolution urged parents 
to exercise “reasonable control” over 
their children’s dates. When young 
people are ready to marry, it’s usually 
too late to “forbid” it, the conference 
was told. The time for parental “in- 
terference”’ is long before marriage is 
being considered, Dr. John J. Kane, 
Notre Dame University sociologist, de- 
clared. 


Fathers were chided for “inade- 
quacy” in another resolution. For 
true unity, discipline and religion in 
the family the father must “again 
accept his place as its executive,” dele- 
gates decided. 


Missouri Invited By LWF 

The (Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod should join the Lutheran World 
Federation ibecause it would enable 
world-wide Lutheran programs to be 
conducted “in a much more efficient 
way,” Bishop Hanns Lilje told a New 
York audience early this month. The 
Hannover churchman, who is president 
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of LWF, termed the findings of a 
Missouri Synod three-man committee, 
that LWF is a super-church, inaccur- 
ate. “We do not interfere with the 
church character of any member 
church,” he declared and that “will not 
be the real argument” if Missouri re- 
jects LWE membership. 

The three-man committee which said 
Missouri Synod membership in LWF 
would be unionistic came under fire 
from the independent Missouri Synod 
monthly American Lutheran again this 
month, The committee’s recommenda- 
tion “is based upon wholly false prem- 
ises”’ and shows an unwillingness to 
“aecept the simple meaning of the 
LWF constitution in good faith,” the 
magazine said. Missouri’s remaining 
apart from world Lutheranism is “a 
mark of weakness, not of strength,” 
it added. 


RSV Concordance Ready Next Year 

Electronic magic of Univac—Rem- 
ington Rand’s computing system—will 
make it possible for a 2,000-page vol- 
ume listing alphabetically all words 
and names in the Revised Standard 
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THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 


Words that have acquired better 
meanings 


Some words that are used by the 
King James Version in a bad sense 
have now acquired less evil meanings 
or even good connotations. “Debate” 
is now a decorous word, with no sug- 
gestion of bad temper or violent dis- 
order, yet Paul lists debate along 
with envy, murder, deceit and malig- 
nity among the characteristics of the 
reprobate mind in the King James 
Version of Romans 1:29. It stands 
there as a translation of the Greek 
word eris, which means “strife.” In 
Greek legend Eris was the name of 
the goddess of Strife, who threw the 
golden apple which awakened the 
jealousy of Hera, Athene, and Aphro- 
dite, and in the end ‘brought on the 
Trojan War. Isaiah 58:4 reads: “ye 
fast for strife and debate, and to 
smite with the fist of wickedness.” 
In the second part of Shakespeare’s 
King Henry IV, (IV, 4, 2), the king 
refers to Northumberland’s insurrec- 
tion as 

“This debate that bleedeth at our 
doors.” 

The two occurrences of the word 
“emulation” are different fin tone. 


In Romans 11:14 Paul writes of stir- 
ring his fellow-Jews to emulation of 
the Gentiles; 


but in Galatians 5:20 


“emulations” are included with adul- 
tery, idolatry, murder, drunkenness, 
and a spate of similar evils in a long 
list of the works of the flesh as con- 
trasted with the fruit of the Spirit. 

In 1611 the words “delicacy,” “‘deli- 
cately,” and “deliciously” referred at 
best to luxurious living, and two of 
them are used in Revelation for wan- 


ton licentiousness. (18:3, 7, 9). To be 
“highminded was to be proud or 
haughty (Romans 11:20; 1 Timothy 


6:17; 2 Timothy 3:4); the term is used 
now for noble character and high 
principles, with no suggestion of un- 
worthy pride. 

“Naughtiness” is really ‘bad in the 
King James Version; it means down- 
right ‘wickedness. The injunction in 
James 1:21 to “lay apart ail filthi 
ness and superfluity of naughtiness” 
now reads: “put away all filthiness 
and rank growth fpf wickedness.” The 
terms “naughty” and ‘“naughtiness” 
have lost some of their evil through 
the years; they are now used for the 
misdeeds of children or the trivial mis- 
behaviour of adults who have not 
matured. The “naughty figs” that Jere- 
miah saw in his vision (24:2)) were 
simply “bad figs,” so bad that they 
could not be eaten. 
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Version of the Bible to appear) 
year. Eliminated will tbe 132 | 
common words (a, and, it, is) b 
entries in the concordance ij 
set in a seven-word context. 
Directed by the Rev. John W 
luson, an Episcopal clergyman,| 
gigantic computing task was st) 
in 1951. Entire 800,000-word tes) 
the RSV was copied onto magi 
tape. Tape was then fed into Um 
which operates at 2,250,000 times 
second. The machine scans the 
rejects unwanted words, then s 
the words and their contexts a 
betically. Out of the system 
a printed listing of every ‘wor 
each context. The word “another,} 
example, will appear: 
ANOTHER 
and said to one A., “Who then 
Mk. | 

And they discussed it with one A) 
Univae and Uniprinter will rei 
about 1,000 hours to do their paj 
the job. James Strong’s Exhau 
Concordance, completed in 1894, 
quired 30 years. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 

A sad day is approaching the 
oneers of this church when on 
day, April 15th, we will say goo 
to our 67 year old sanctuary and 
our faces to the site of the new! 
Construction of a beautiful new bi 
ing back of the old site will ; 
almost immediately—Corr. ; 


The Santal Mission will hold its 
nual meeting, D. V., April 27-29, 1 
in the Pontoppidan Lutheran Chu 
Fargo, North Dakota, the Reve 
Donald Ronning, Pastor. Dr. O. 
nitzka will preach the opening ser 
Friday evening. Friends of miss 
are cordially invited. 

John Stensvaag, Preside 
M. C. Dixen, Secretary 


a a 
Lrinting 
Done at reasonable prices. 


All types of printing for yo 
church or yourself. 


Patronize YOUR OWN Publis 
ing House for your printing nee 


We are here to serve YOU a 
OUR CHURCHES 


* s 2 


LUTHERAN 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 


200 South Fifth St. Blair, Ne 
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; Serious Thoughts About the Merger Matter 


"ji;synodical convention this year is scheduled to be 
i Cedar Falls, Iowa, June 19-24. According to plan 
then to take the decisive vote on whether we want 
@long into the merger with two other Lutheran synods, 
Wmerican Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lu- 
Church. So far we hhave only given approval to 
preliminary agreements and plans essential for es- 
@ing conditions for true Christian fellowship and 
@nious operation. All these actions by our own Union 
@itiee in conjunction with those of the other partici- 
§ synods have been set forth in a printed report and 
jut to all our pastors and the presidents of our con- 
@ions, in orcer that they may become thoroughly in- 
gi and then inform their respective congregations. 
: ember congregation of our synod should elect its 
Gof delegates to represent it at the convention. Each 
W#egation is entitled to one delegate for each 50 adult 
@ers (21 years old or over). See membership section 
@iistical setup in Year Book, 1955. 


@-eat responsibility is this year intrusted to those duly 
| and sent as voting representatives for their churches. 

Qald hardly be fair to send them without some form 

‘eruction on how their constituents wish them to cast 
rotes on the merger matter. They should know at least 

@r their congregation favors the merger or not, and 

W.ded accordingly, irrespective of what their personal 
ition might be, or influenced to be at the convention 
_ discussions. Only a duly called and legally assembled 
sss meeting of the congregation could give clear ex- 
on of its will and wish in this important matter by a 
re majority of secret ballots cast. 


matter of merging is especially serious for our lit- 
mod, as we are the only one left of the three smaller 
the smallest of these) synods that originally began 
#2vement to unite into one (body the five church groups 
onstituted the “American Lutheran Confirence.” It 
great disappointment to us when the Swedish “Au- 
a Church” withdrew from the union deliberations of 
bint committee, secause of a desire to: include all Lu- 
n groups in the movement. And another blow was 
our enthusiasm when the “Lutheran Free Church” 
pompelled to withdraw by the negative result of a ref- 
m to its congregations on the merger question. If 
‘three groups had gone into the merger together they 
_ have constituted a numerical balance in the new 
n, on the one hand with the (Norwegian) Evangelical 
iran Church with its near a million baptized member- 
sand on the other with the (German) “American Lu- 
fa. Church” with its near 900,000 members. 


with only our little group being sandwiched in be- 
. the two large synods we would constitute only 3% 
ee’ new church. Our institutions and missions would 
the entirely at the disposal of the others by the ma- 
rule—“for better or for worse’ as in every true 
ck. To ask beforehand for special conditions and con- 
stions in favor of our “children” would defeat the 
/ union and degrade our serious intentions of true fel- 
ip in the unified body. 


erefore now is the time to weigh and value the merger 
ae honestly, whether we shall vote yes or not when 
‘oposition is put up for final decision at our next con- 
on, as it also will be at the conventions of the other 


By P. C. Jensen, Slair, Nebr. 


partaking synods. If we decide by the required 2/3 majority 
vote to go along into the new church as the ‘baby of the 
family,” we will evidently, like a little child, feel very 
lonely and lost at the start. We are used to small as- 
semblies, where we knew one another like a family at a 
reunion party, and we are accustomed to work with limited 
means and institutions; but in the 2,000,000 member church 
and its large scope of operations on a gigantic scale, we 
would feel rather strange until we, with the natural adapt- 
ability of children, soon would learn to adjust ourselves 
under the loving leadership of the more experienced fel- 
low ‘Christians of the ELC and ALC. During the “court- 
ship period” we have discovered that we are one in faith 
and purpose pertaining to the main calling of the church 
of Christ, which is to hold fast the good confession, work 
for the salvation of souls, and in bringing the gospel to 
the nations. By joining in the merger we will lose much 
that is very dear to us as a sacred heritage from our 
fathers and much sacrifice on our own part; but we will 
also gain much, maybe much more by the greater vision 
and outreach in the Lord’s work we shall attain. 


As far as finance cost is concerned it will not be cheaper 
to join the merger. On page 200 of the Union Commitiee’s 
Report a specimen budget for the first year, 1960, is cal- 
culated to be $12,000,000, which is 1642% above the collec- 
tive total of the four synods in 1955. Neither should it be 
our wish to save money by creating a larger organization 
but to effect a more efficient economy in doing the Lord’s 
work. 


But in case we fail in securing the necessary vote to join 
the merger, what will our future be as a synod? 


As far as we are able to view the future our reply would 
be, that we can continue as an independent synod just as 
we have been doing so far, at least until something else 
turns up in the Lutheran union movement. One of our 
major endeavors ahead would be the collection of a fund 
of some $300,000 to expand and improve our school plant 
at Blair; another much needed joo would be to build an 
addition to our publishing plant to house our administra- 
tion office and ‘archives; the cost is estimated around $30,000. 


We are also interested in the general Lutheran union plan 
sponsored by the ULCA and Augustana Church, which 
especially concerns the member churches of the National 
Lutheran Council. We might also enter into negotiations 
with the Lutheran Free Church about a merger, which 
would be quite natural, as we have much in common in 
character and tradition, being twin sisters in age and size. 
Together we would constitute a church of about 130,000 
members (60,000 and 70,000) and the problem of our sem- 
inary would thereby Ibe solved by joining Trinity with their 
fine and venerable Augusburg Seminary in Minneapolis, 
where the earliest pioneer pastors of the oldest part of our 
synod received their training and had their ecclesiastical 
home in the Norwegian-Danish Conference until they felt 
strong enough to start their own synod in 1884. It even hap- 
pens that the president of Augsburg, Dr. Bernhard Chris- 
tensen, has Danish blood in his veins. And Dana College 
would become the southern college of the church as Augs- 
burg would serve the northern half. And we have a pub- 
lishing) concern which they do not have. Both synods are 
imbued from olden times with the inner mission spirit and 
a low church policy of government. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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BEFORE YOU MARRY 


By Robert McAfee Brown 


If you have anything like a typical wedding, you will 
be almost frantically busy as the day approaches. You 
will have many meetings with both families about de- 
tails of the ceremony; you will spend a lot of time wor- 
rying about whom to invite, and you will do a lot of 
thoroughly mundane things, which will seem exciting 
only because of the event for which they are being 
done. 


But in addition to all of these things and many more, 
there is at least one other thing you ought to make 
time for before you get married. That is to go over to- 
gether, very carefully, several times, the marriage serv- 
ice itself. In all of the excitement of preparing for a 
wedding, the few actual minutes before the altar are 
apt to be slighted. You will be cheating yourself of the 
deepest meaning of the entire event if any parts of the 
service are hazy in your mind beforehand, or if you 
simply repeat a lot of words which seem meaningless 
both before and after the ceremony, not to mention 
during it. Your wedding will be enriched if you know 
what the marriage service is all about before you find 
yourself coming down the aisle at the conclusion of 
your wedding, very happy but in a daze about what 
went on. You should go over the marriage service 
phrase by phrase with your minister, and put your 
questions to him. In addition to that, it is important to 
see some of the over-all things which the marriage cere- 
mony stresses and emphasizes. Let us therefore follow 
a couple, whom we can call John and Susan, through 
some of the things which will be important to their 
wedding. 


The dominant note which is stressed throughout the 
ceremony is that this marriage is begun in the sight of 
God. The first words which the minister says are, “Dear- 
ly beloved, we are gathered here in the presence of 
God...” The minister continues with the assertion that 
marriage is instituted of God, that it must have His 
blessing. John and Susan say their vows to one another, 
not only in front of guests, but first and foremost “be- 
fore God.” The blessing of God is invoked upon the 
ring before it is placed on the bride’s or the groom’s 
finger; then God is again brought close to the service 
in prayer. When the minister pronounces the couple 
husband and wife, he does so, not only in terms of “the 
law of the State,” but first of all “according to the 
ordinance of God”; then he declares that no man shall 
put John and Susan asunder, because God hath joined 
them together. Finally, the ceremony ends with the 
blessing of God being pronounced upon the newly mar- 
ried couple. 


Not merely a private contract 


This tremendous assertion—the presence of God- 
the tone in which John and Susan must apporack 
ceremony and understand it. This isn’t just a pr 
little contract that two people are agreeing to befc 
few mutual friends; this is something which is of 
portance in the highest councils of heaven. This 
just a joining together of two people who want to | 
ply with the civil law; this is being done in the 
sight of God, and it is His approval and His ble: 
which are being sought. It should not be neces 
further to elaborate the tremendous difference w 
this fact makes in the thought of any two people 
contemplate a Christian marriage. 


God, then, “has established and sanctified marrie 
which means that it is not only a thing of His crea 
but by that very token He has made it holy. 


That, then, is the all-enveloping emphasis, an empl 
desperately needed today when many marriages s 
to be only contracts, revokable at will, performec 
the secular atmosphere of the office of a city clerl 
a justice of the peace. 


One can almost say that the heart of the meaning o' 
service is compressed in the vows which John and St 
make to each other. 


There are four aspects of this vow which throw 
ticular light on the type of marriage that is being 
tered upon. 


First, notice the social emphasis of the vow. Jo 
and Susan’s marriage is never just to and for th 
selves. Their marriage matters tremendously to oth 
to God chiefly but to “these witnesses” as well. J 
and Susan miss the point if they approach their n 
riage with the idea that “it’s nobody’s ‘business 
ours.” These vows, then, are being made “before G 
first of all, and God is at the very centre of the as 
tions. And they are also made “before . . . these - 
nesses,” John and Susan proclaim before their far 
and friends as well that they have chosen one anot 


John promises to be a “loving and faithful husbat 
here is a truly distinctive aspect of a Christian n 
riage. What John and Susan promise to each othe 
fidelity. It means that when John is off on a busit 
trip, Susan need not worry that he is spending the n 
in a hotel with his secretary; he in turn is not af. 
that Susan is having an affair with that college cel 
mate of his who turned’ up one year at reunion 
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ssed her so much. Fidelity, of course, means more 
sexual fidelity, but this is a convenient symbol 
» whole relationship. The promise is made by both 
land Susan, that, having chosen each other out of 
}of other possible choices, they will remain faithful 
t choice. The meaning of any aspect of the inti- 
relationship of full sharing which comes in mar- 
is inevitably undermined whien there is suspicion 
ck of full confidence in the integrity of the other. 
he basis of a firm promise and resolve of faithful- 
'an enduring marriage can grow and be nurtured. 
m the dimension of absolute fidelity is lacking, 
marriage is in danger. 


he life’s problems 
‘e central portion of the vow is a realistic facing 
9e problems of married life. It is not for one moment 
med that from the second a couple walk down thie 
life is going to be smooth and bliss‘ul, and that 
will automatically “live happily ever after.” There 
kind of tough realism about a Christian wedding 
.ce which shows how much it knows about life. It is 
2 frankly foreseen that there will be many prob- 
, trials, and misunderstandings. John and Susan 
nise to be loving and faithful to one another—under 
= conditions? Not just as long as the bills keep paid, 
the first glow of romantic love lasts, or as long as 
1 has a job, or Susan manages to keep from having 
ow-up with John’s mother. The tougher aspects of 
“ied life are faced from the very start, and John 
Susan have agreed to keep together through them 
yell. They will be faithful: 


. “In plenty,” but also “in want’; when the rent 
sree months overdue, and John has had a 10 per 
wage cut, and Susan is pregnant again. 


. “In joy,” but also “in sorrow”; when Susan loses 
baby, or perhaps when John gets a letter from the 
sident which starts with the word “Greetings.” 


“In health,” but also “in sickness”; when the chil- 
1 have tonsilitis, or John gets a touch of tuberculosis 
is packed off to a sanatorium for eleven months, or 
an gets so run-down that John has to take his Sat- 
ay afternoons and Sundays to keep the house 
ightened up. 


ing the tough places 


failure to prepare for the tough times is probably 
of the commonest reasons for the deterioration of 
riages. But, all of these things are realistically faced 
he marriage ceremony itself, and the two people 
sant together before God that these things will not 
aten their marriage, but will be new areas in which 
r love for one another can grow and deepen. The 
istian faith proclaims that there are resources of 
“or and strength available from God to meet these 
icult times. 
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There could be comforts to be enjoyed, but there will 
also be cares to be undergone, and trials to be endured, 
and duties to be performed. 


For life 


Growing out of this commitment, the vow moves on 
to its inexorable conclusion, and John and Susan in 
their vows, promise to maintain this relationship “as 
long as we both shall live.” This, of course, is implicit 
in the discussion above of the vicissitudes of marriage, 
but it is well to underline it in unambiguous terms. 
The conditions under which one enters marriage are al- 
most frighteningly final. Marriage is not an agreement 
which is to be terminated as the conditions become 
more difficult, or as petty irritations enter into it. It is 
an agreement which is entered into for a life-time, with 
no sort of “escape clause” in fine print. If anyone enters 
into marriage with the lurking thought in his mind, 
“Well, if this doesn’t work out very well, I can always 
get a divorce and try again,’ he is betraying the whole 
meaning of the service, being hypocritical in his pro- 
nunciation of the vow to enter into a relationship with 
his partner “as long as we both shall live,” and very 
surely jeopardizing the marriage. 


The conclusion of the ceremony drives home the things 
which have been stressed throughout. A few moments 
after the vows have been exchanged and the rings given, 
the minister pronounces John and Susan husband and 
wifie; then he declares “Whom therefore God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder.” This whole enter- 
prise is now to be understood as having the blessing of 
God. Every part of it, from washing the dishes to the 
most intimate embrace, is sacred, is a way by which 
the couple can express the love of God which has flood- 
ed into their experience. 


John and Susan are now husband and wife. What 
follows next is in many ways the most important and 
profound symbolism of the whole ceremony. The first 
thing John and Susan do as husband and wife is to bow 
down before God and receive the benediction of God 
upon them and upon their marriage. They hear such 
words as these, which thereby can take on a new mean- 
ing for them: 


The Lord bless you, and keep you: the Lord make His 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you 
peace: both now and in the life everlasting. 


Then, with that blessing upon them, they rise to kiss 
one another. Consequently, their first act of physical 
relationship as man and wife is set in the context of the 
blessing of God. The service thus ends as it began, 
ordained of God, sanctified by Him, and having His 
blessing. 


Condensed from Presbyterian Life 
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Ambassadors for Christ 
In the Home 


By Janice Calverley 


Let us consider how we can be ambassadors for Christ 
in our homes as children and parents. The home is our 
first and most personal mission. Many times it is also 
the most difficult. In our homes God’s Spirit shows us 
most clearly how evil we are. In a real Christian home 
the word of God has a high place. God’s light should 
shine in our homes. The world should sce that our homes 
are the homes of God’s love and light. Christ should 
be the unseen guest in every home at all times. Bless- 
ed is the home in which God is called upon at all 
timyes of need. 


Jesus calls young people to be ambassadors for Christ 
in their homes. t is not exactly the modern way for 
the young to subject themselves to their elders. Yet 
the Bible says, “Children, obey your parents” and “Ye 
younger, be subject unto the elder.” This is the way 
of God’s blessing. It is so in our homes, where chil- 
dren, also grown-up children, must honor their par- 
ents whose duty it is to direct and guide the home 
life. Here is a challenge to the youth of today. Let us 
by the grace of God apply ourselves in the preservation 
of the Christian way in the Christian home. Has Jesus’ 
love gained such power in your heart that it determines 
the tone, manner and content of your words to your 
parents, sisters and brothers? 


As Christian young people we should be willing to 
help sisters and brothers with Sunday School, confirma- 
tion and school lessons. We can learn to treat our broth- 
ers and sisters according to the Golden Rule. We should 
be ready to forgive when our brothers and sisters do 
wrong, and we should ask forgiveness when we have 
done wrong to someone else. 


Parents have a Christian duty to be ambassadors for 
Christ in their homes. Parents should speak, teach and 
treat their children as Jesus would. Parents should 
strive to lead their children on the way to Christ. 
Oftentimes parents tell young people to lead clean lives, 
yet they let their minds think lustful thoughts and they 
tell lustful stories. Parents are to teach young children 
about Jesus in their homes by telling them, stories about 
Jesus. Children naturally imitate their parents. Parents 
are not to be anxious as they think about their chil- 
dren’s future. If they grow up to be Christian, God- 
fearing men and women, you need not have any fears 
about them. God will bless them and be with them. 


Parents should strive to have family devotions in their 
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homes each day. Many families think they do not h 
time to go to church on Sunday or time to read a 
verses of the Bible and pray on Sunday and other dé 
It should be one of the privileges of a family to gat 
together with God to worship on Sunday. We sho 
also gather together once a day for a family devotia 
program. The only way to use God’s Word and led 
to love God and our fellowmen is to speak to G@ 
daily. Only then can God’s love in our hearts give us 
ability to take the sin out of our brother’s. Use 
family devotions faithfully. By doing this you are me 
ing one of the greatest needs of the home; you 
seeking “the one thing needful.” 


A spirit of joy should sweeten every family cird 
No matter whether your home is large or small, rich’ 
poor, each believer can bring a spirit of prayer and} 
atmosphere of godliness. In a home where hearts ¢ 
joined in Christian love and where Christ is the da 
unseen Guest, we may find the greatest amount of j/ 
blessing and influence for the good of the family its) 
Such Christian homes are the strength of the world. 


Prayer—Our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 4 
privilege of gathering together with Thee to worsh 
Help us to establish and continue the daily study of ‘TI 
Word and prayer in our homes so that we may tri 
be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the worl 
Amen. 


(The above meditation was presented as a Youtl 
Sunday sermonette by Janice Calverley of St. Ansg 
Lutheran Church, Ellendale, Minnesota.) 


a 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


The following are pithy sayings of Olfert Ricard’ 
culled from his writings by Svend Rehling, and} 
translated by Einer Romer, pastor at Avoca, Iowa. | 


Faith lives only in work. 


God is what He Himself says in His Word that | 
He is and not what your little mind thinks He | 
ought to be. 


If only we reckon with God’s will, then life holds | 
no cause of fear for us. 


To give a wreath when one is dead is good, but ' 
to give a flower when one is living is better | 
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CHRIST IN VOCATIONS 


A SECRETARY SPEAKS 


By Marie Johnson 


Since one’s vocation takes 
up such a large portion of 
life, it is important that 
Christ be a part of that vo- 
cation if He is to control all 
phases of life. And it goes 
without saying that this 
should be the case what- 
ever vocation one follows. 

In my work as a secre- 
tary I feel there are limit- 
less opportunities to be chal- 
lenged to follow the teach- 
ings and practices of Christ. 
pe are so many traits that could be listed as desir- 
for a secretary in whatever type of organization 
might be working, such as: loyalty, good judgement, 
ng along with people, enthusiasm, honesty, poise, 
dependability. 

have the best interest of the organization at heart, 

retary should be completely honest in all things, 
nding arriving on time, staying until closing time, 

ing the company’s supplies, and the like. A sec- 
ys contacts with people who have dealings with 
porganization are supremely important. Her treat- 
> and approach to all should be friendly, courteous, 
businesslike, regardless of how complaining, de- 
cling, or impatient a caller might be. Poise would 
»te an ease of manner, self-assurance, and self-con- 


secretary must learn to keep any information she 
have strictly confidential. It is not her place to 
uss, reveal, or offer confidential information to any- 
even though she may be questioned. Diplomacy 
tact are called for in meeting such situations. 
‘orking as a secretary is compensating. Usually the 
es are many and varied, providing each day with 
opportunities and challenges. It is a vocation in 
“h college training is a definite asset in addition to 
vious mechanical training. This type of work gives 
ortunity to be associated with administrators, of- 
<s, and executives who excel in their field and are 
-ged with innumerable responsibilities. Observing 
r reactions and ability to “take it” in the pressure 
er which they often work, is enlightening and in- 
ational. Meeting and becoming acquainted with many 
viduals from different backgrounds and locations, 
3 diversity to a day’s work. 
syalty to one’s superiors and the organization as a 
le is probably the trait that makes a secretary the 
help that she should be. If loyalty is kept in mind 
rhatever capacity she is involved, that will also take 
of other qualities needed to be of the best possible 
ice. 
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Although it would appear that anyone could have such 
traits, they would certainly be developed to the fullest 
by including the example and teachings of Christ in 
one’s vocation. In having Him as one’s constant source 
of inspiration and guidance, all of life’s activities will 
have meaning, and each day’s tasks will be met with 
enthusiasm and a feeling of “it’s good to be alive!” 

(Marie Johnson is one of the secretaries at Dana Col- 
lege. With her article we begin a series on “Christ in 
Vocations.” We hope that these articles will help you 
to choose a vocation or to see the Christian significance 
o* the one that you have chosen.—J.W.N.) 


The Hymns We Love To Sing 


With a surge of activity in our Iowa leagues, “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” returns to the second place spot in our 
hymn poll. Joining the Iowa leagues (Neola, Ringsted, 
West Branch, and Des Moines) in this week’s poll is our 
league at Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. With their 57 
votes tabulated, 400 young people from 30 leagues have 
articipated. 


As Youth: 


1. Beautiful Saviour (208) 

2. Holy, Holy, Holy (78) 

3. Rock Of Ages (77) 

4. Living For Jesus (75) 

5. The Old Rugged Cross (74) 

6. Onward, Christian Soldiers (58) 
7. A Mighty Fortress (54) 

8. Beneath The Cross Of Jesus (50) 
9. Sweet Hour Of Prayer (47) 

10. Faith Of Our Fathers (45) 


What A Friend We Have In Jesus (45) 
As Adults: 


Mr. M. Rolsted of Chicago joins our hymn poll this 
week. We thank him for his interest. 


1. Beautiful Saviour (59) 
2. Sweet Hour Of Prayer (22) 

3. What A Friend We Have In Jesus (22) 

4. Beneath The Cross Of Jesus (21) 

5. The Old Rugged Cross (21) 

6. Just As I Am (19) 

7. Rock Of Ages (19) 

8. Jesus, Lover Of My Soul (15) 

9. Holy, Holy, Holy (12) 

10. Lord Jesus, I Long To Be Perfectly Whole (11) 
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MY DEBTS 


If I have strength, I owe the service of the strong; 

If melody I have, I owe the world a song; 

If I can stand when all around my post are falling; 

If I can run with speed when needy hearts are calling, 
Or if my torch can light the dark of any night, 

Then I must pay the debt I owe with living light. 


If haaven’s grace has dowered me with some rare gift; 
If I can lift the load no other’s strength can lift; 

If I can heal the wound no other’s hand can heal, 

If some great truth the speaking skies to me reveal, 
Then I must gio, a broken and a wounded thing, 

If to a wounded world my jgifts no healing bring. 


lor any gift God gives to me I cannot pay. 

Gifts are most mine when I most give them all away. 
His gifts are like ‘his flowers which show their right to stay 
By giving all their bloom and fragrances away. 

Riches are not found in gold, or mines, estates or marts— 
The only wealth there is, is found in human hearts. 


Author Unknown 
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THE DEVIL’S BEST TOOL 
By B. N. Miner 


An old country legend tells . the 
story of a sale, by the devil, of all of 
his tools. He laid them out in a row, 
with a price tag on each—Envy, Jeal- 
cousy, Hatred, Greed, etc., were in the 
display. 

One much-worn tool was priced 
higher than the others. “That,” ex- 
plained the devil, “is Discouragement, 
and I have priced it higher than the 
other tools because it has been the 
most useful to me.” The legend adds 
that it was priced too high, and no 
ene was able to buy it. As a result, 
the devil still owns Discouragement, 
and it continues to be his most use- 
ful tool. 


TOMORROW’S WAY 

I know not it tomorrow’s way 
Be steep or rough; 

But when God’s hand is guiding me, 
That is enough. 

And so, although the veil has hid 
Tomorrow’s way, 

I walk with perfect faith and trust, 
Through each today. 

The love of God has hung a veil 
Around tomorrow. 

That we may not its beauty see 
Nor trouble borrow. 

But, oh, ’tis sweeter far, to trust 
His unseen hand, 

And know that all the paths of life, 
His wisdom planned. 

—Author Unknown 


DRIVER’S SEAT 


Two women were sitting in back 
of me on the bus. One had traveled 
widely and was telling the other many 
interesting ‘highlights of her exper- 
iences. 

‘I’ve done all this traveling in the 
monith’s vacation I get each year,” 
she explained. 

“T rarely igo any farther than from 
Lewisburg to Sunlbury,” said the other. 
“I used to have a job on which I 
had to travel a lot, but I got a nervous 
breakdown from it. Maybe I wouldn’t 
have if Td enjoyed riding as you seem 
to. fm always on edge in a car, a bus, 
in anything that moves. I guess it’s 
the possibility of an accident that 
keeps me uneasy. How do you over- 
come it?” 

The woman: hesitated a moment, 
then said, “I let the driver do the 
driving. Sitting there worrying about 
every jerk and turn can make any- 
bedy a nervous wreck and accomplish- 
es nothing .. .” 

“Sounds simple enough,’ agreed the 
other woman, “but how did you get 
yourself ito do it?” 

The traveler seemed to be ponder- 
ing how to explain it. Then she came 
up with some excellent words of ex- 
perience. 

“By applying to traveling a lesson 


I learned by living,” she said, “I was 


a nervous traveler in my journey 
through life, worried and troubled in 
my daily living, till I learned one im- 


FIRESIDE 


portant thing—to let God in the d 
er’s seat where he belongs and ti} 


him.” —The Luthel 


| 
PEACE 


thatched-ro of 


Within this humble ( 
place 
Each meal is hallowed by a grace, 
“Be present at our talble, Lord,” | 
They pray around their frugal bog 
“We thank Thee, Lord, for this 
food; it 
God bless our home . . . and make# 
good.” 4 
Before they start each busy day i 
They meet around the hearth to p I 
At night, beside the patchwork b) 
“Our Father” is devoutly said. ! 
The ancient Bible leaves are loose} 
And shabby from continual use. | 
They’re lowly peasants of the sod} 
Yet all day long they walk with ' 
Poor little home, and countrified, } 
But, oh the peace one finds inside} 


—Beatrice Pluil 


i 


LIKE THE STARS 


After all, the lives that do qf 
most for the world are the qui 
steady lives. They are like the sta 
they just stay in their appointed ple 
and shine with the light of God, w 
gave them life. Meteors shoot bij 
liantly across the sky, and we é& 
claim and wonder, but long afi 
they have vanished the stars shi 
on to guide us.—Source Not Kno 


ONE CRITICISM 


The actor Fernandel went to a : 
barber. Excited at having such | 
prominent customer, the ‘barber { 
most danced around him; offered 
kinds of toilet water, and could har 
ly do enough. Finally he was finig 
ed, procured a mirror, held it in baj 
of the famous head, and whispere 
“Is that all right with the gentleman 

Fernandel looked at him  sterni 
“Almost. Just a little longer in ha 
please.”—Quote. 


An Army recruit was before 
sergeant for classification. The se 
geant asked him what he’d like to ¢ 
“P-p-p-p-p-p-p,” stuttered the recru 

“Fine,” said the gergent, “machin 
gunner.” 


A mother, stuck for some qui 
cash to pay a bill, guiltily broke j 
to her baby’s piggy bank. But s 
found only this note: “IOU $5.06 
Daddy.” 


23, 1956 


DO GOOD PEOPLE 
SUFFER? 

(Continued from page 4) 

, an amputated limb, an incur- 
disease, a lost fortune. Can 
ick up from there and carry 
ithout whimpering and with 
pantry? We can. For we are not 
(e. Wie are not dependent solely 
pur own stamina and strength of 
| We can draw on the grace and 
mgth of God. This was what, 
® ago, a man in sore trouble 
nd. He may never have been 
+ to explain how he came to be 
such tribulation, but he learned 
y to overcome it. Here is his 
ilimony, and the centuries, so 
from refuting it have confirmed 
and multitudes beyond reckoning 
e made his secret theirs. “I wait- 
patiently, for the Lord; and He 
ined unto me, and heard my 
. He brought me up also out of 
horrible pit, out of the miry 
y, and set my feet upon a rock, 
| established my goings. And He 
h put a new song in my mouth, 


i 
; 


Living 

- Benefits 

for Lutherans 
through 

Life Insurance 


~ futheran 


Brotherhood 


mail coupon below 


ee ee ee ee ee ae ee ee 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
701 Second Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send me information on how I 
can participate in LB’s Living Benefits. 


Name 


Address. 


City. State 
| oe © FF 8 Foe oF hh hUmlLhUmGh UL UT 
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even praise unto our God.” That 
is the faith that overcomes. 


We are not alone. When trouble 
strikes, we don’t have to depend 
solely on our own native fortitude 
and strength of will. We don’t have 
to give way to self-pity, or resort 
to alcohol, or take to our bed (what 
psychiatry calls the flight into sick- 
ness). It is when trouble comes that 
faith makes a difference, a world 
of difference. Instead of floundering 
in a bog we can have our feet set 
on a rock. We can draw on the 
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grace and strength of God. If all 
of us live in the spirit of love and 
trust, thilen no matter what ills as- 
sail us we can be “more than con- 
querors.” 


Condensed from 
World” 


“The Christian 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Blair, Nebraska 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


Bing 


it’s YOURS 


Over 35,000 
Lutherans have 
this beautiful 
“Martin Luther 
Sketch Book” 
... send for 
yours today. 


Se 


he Sketch Book is an award winning collec- 
tion of scenes closely associated with the 
life of Martin Luther. Created especially for Lutheran 


Mutual by artist Menzo van Esveldt, the pictures are 
beautiful and suitable for framing. The text is in- 


teresting and authentic. 


Write to the Home Office .. . or better yet .. . see 
= your local representative. He has a copy for you. 


Name 


Please send my free copy of “Martin Luther Sketch Book” 


Age 


Street 


City Zone 


State 


2 ee ae ee ee ee ee oe 


ice: Waverly, 1 


ris | 


rs 
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THE MERGER 
(Continued from page 3) 


» much of our history has been centered at Blair, 
. Yet, no one can guarantee the permanent life 
y institution. St. Olaf is going strong now, but no 

ill know what it might be 100 years from now. 
br Jensen says we need $300,000 more for the Col- 
He is right; but if the School is to be continued, 
School Board thinks of an expansion program of 
» than $1,000,000. Figures such as $1,750,000 have 
_ suggested. A dormitory for 100 girls will cost a- 
$400,000. There is the physical education plant, 
is another boys’ dormitory. There is a_ science 
ling. We are sure that this money will come even 
iof the new church, if the number of students will 
and it. 


= have no special knowledge of the future possi- 
ees. Our educators and our School Board must 
Ne that part of the problem. It seems to us that if 
are reasonably assured that the student body will 
nereased by 100 to 200 percent in the fairly near 
wre, we shall have no reason to worry. We think the 
way is to give the College all possible support the 
four years. By 1959 the Board of Education of the 
church will begin to function, and then we shall 
+ given the College over to that Board with respect 
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to its future. We cannot believe that we shall be able 
to raise very much money of the suggested expansion 
program by that time anyway. Let us keep the present 
buildings in good repair, strengthen the whole program 
and hope for the best. 


Suppose we do not enter this merger, what would 
happen, is a question raised by Pastor Jensen. First let 
us say that we are sure we will enter the merger. We 
have voted almost unanimously twice in favor of it. 
We started the negotiations in Fresno, Calif., in 1948. 
We have the general impression that our people are all, 
so to speak, in favor of the merger. 


We could stay out and continue alone. But it is go- 
ing to be tough going. We cannot and we do not want 
to appeal to any nationalistic or special sectarian em- 
phasis. Our congregations are American congregations 
with less and less “pure” Danes in them. 


The other union suggestions such as the one about 
the Augustana and the United Lutheran Church are 
still in the dream stage. Nor do we believe that we are 
closer in spirit to the Lutheran Free Church than to the 
other two churches, the E.L.C. and the A.L.C. That 
might have been true once, but it is not so any longer. 

Finally, we do not go into the new church to pre- 
serve things; we go into the new church to serve, to die, 
that we may bear more fruit. 


THE MERGER MATTER 
(Continued from page 7) 


mally, read carefully the resolution taken by our con- 
fon of 1954 in YEAR BOOK of that year, page 198, 
ht V. 

2 often ask about the will of the Lord in this important 
cer. We can only pray that He will reveal it to us in 
bown way and in His own time. However, He has given 
‘church on earth free hands to administer its practical 
irs through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the 


Ee 


prescriptions in the Holy Scriptures. Let us ‘be sensitive 
in discerning the way they may lead us! 


P.S. Our attention thas been called to the fact that there 
is a possibility, that LFIC may yet join in the merger, as 
the 3/4 majority needed only fell short a few votes, and 
was well above the general 2/3 majority required on such 
important matters. This would be encouraging for us, but 
we would not know about it before the LFC has held its 
convention at Fargo, N. D., June 13-17, the week before 
ours. 


SE 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

the 60th Annual Convention of the 
ted Evangelical Lutheran Church 
be held at Nazareth Lutheran 
rch, Cedar Falls, Iowa, June 19- 
beginning with the opening serv- 
Tuesday, June 19 at 8:00 P.M. 
Convention theme is “Oneness 
Jesus Christ.’ All congregations 
urged to send delegates, one dele- 
- for each fifty members twenty- 
years and over, or major frac- 
thereof. Delegates will please 
e credential blanks filled out, bring 
the Convention, and give to the 
Jentials Committee. All matters 
wh require convention action 
ld be in the hands of the Church 
ncil by June lst, The most im- 


week’s stay in Cedar Falls, 


portant matter to come ‘before our 
Convention is our vote on the Joint 
Union ‘Committee Report of 1956, cop- 
ies of which have been sent to all 
pastors and presidents of our congre- 
gations. We urge all, both pastors and 
congregations, to give prayerful con- 
sideration to those documents. See be- 
low for further information from. the 
host congregation. May God pour out 
His rich blessing upon our 60th Con- 
vention. Pray for our Convention. 


Hans C. Jersild, President 
Lawrence \Siersbeck, Secretary 


The Annual Convention. Begin plan- 
ning your vacation now to include a 
Iowa, 


to attend the 60th Annual UELC Con- 
vention, June 19-24. Sessions of the 
Convention will be held in the gym- 
nasium of the local high school and 
in Nazareth Lutheran Church, the host 
congregation. Committee members are 
already turning wheels, ringing tele- 
phones, and pulling strings to arrange 
accommodations for delegates and 
guests. Cedar Fallsmay be reached by 
car on Federal Highways 2, 218, and 
63. Daily air passenger service is avail- 
able from all points to the Waterloo 
Municipal Airport, only three miles 
from Cedar Falls. Four major bus 
lines provide transportation to the 
heart of the city. 


V. B.S. 
Series 


For 56 


THE BIBLE AND THE HOME is a study of Bible truth as it 
relates itself to the home. The series is correlated with the Di- 
vision of ‘Christian Education theme, “The Bible in relation to 
God’s plan for His world.” Fits the ten-session school, although 
ample suggestions are given for adjustment. Published by Muhlen- 
berg Press, 


NURSERY 
Three-Year-Olds at Home 
The set of ten large colored pictures are accompanied by the stories 
printed ion the back. Also other stories and verses and prayers, usable 
by parents in the home as well as teachers in the school. 
PUEI1267 25 cents a set. 


KINDERGARTEN 
Come, Lord Jesus 
Has 15 sheets of simple, fascinating cutouts, carefully correlated, con- 
veniently removable from the book PUE1269 25 cents a copy 
PRIMARY 
I Stand at the Door and Knock 
This is a child’s reading book of Bible stories. Simple words in large 
clear type. Beautifully illustrated. Many easy Bible exercises. A take- 
home book for the child’s library. [IPUE1271 30 cents a copy 
JUNIOR 
House Hunting in the Bible 
Has 30 provocative illustrations, large map, unusual Bible study, chal- 
lenging blanks for the juniors to fill, strong undertone of what it 
takes to have a Bible home. PUE1273 30 cents a copy 
INTERMEDIATE-SENIOR 
My Home is God’s 
Has simple Bible study which compels teen-age interest in form of 
newspaper feature articles. Many illustrations, large map, numerous 
writing challenges, analysis of home problems. 
PUE1275 30 cents a copy 
TEACHER’S BOOK 
A workbook for the teacher is provided for each of the above materials, 
which includes the student's workbook. It provides complete session 
guidance: teaching plans, worship, games, singing suggestions, and 
activities. Each 50 cents a copy 
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V.B.S. HELI 


BANNER 


Big water-repellent banner, 72 in 
—21 in. wide, for church display, 
lets for easy mounting on pos 
wall. Black and orange. No. an 


DOORKNOB HANGER 
Reaches every home in the neig 
hood. Black and brilliant orange, 
8 in. No. 27T5619. 100, $.95. 


DODGER 


Also black and orange, with m 
ing design. 54% x 8% in. No. 27 
100, $.70. 


POSTER 


Excellent window display. 18 x 
Orange and black. No. 27T5610. 
each. 


POSTCARD 
Full-color design, with space for) 
time and place, Standard pos 
size. No. 27T5611. 100, $1.00. 


© 


BUTTONS 
Enrollment button for child’s 


or shirt, in full color. One ine 
diameter. General wording — 
28T5616. Lutheran wording — 


28T5615. Dozen, $.50. 


OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Cost-defraying envelope with 
color design. 3 x 4% in. No. 86T 
100, $.85. 1,000, $6.00. 


LETTERHEAD 

Full-color. For personal invitatio 
members and friends. 8% x J 
With message, No. 84171064. Bi 
No. 84T1063. 100, $1.75; 1,000, $12 


BULLETINS. 

Full-color V.B.S. design on front e¢ 
inside blank for mimeographing, I 
ed size, 5% x 8%. No. 84T1062. 


$1.75; 1,000, $12.00. 


WORKER’S CERTIFICATE 
Full-color parchment certificate, 
presentation to teachers. French 
Message. Envelope. 5 x 7% in. 
27T5618. $.15 each. 


PUPIL’S CERTIFICATE 
For faithful attendance and pal 
pation. French fold, full color. 


velope 54% x 6% in, No. (27T5614, 
‘each, 


